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Macho Lions,^Fawning Maids
AreNow BeingWiped Out
By GroupSonie Call TC-

ByAssAQ.NoMANi ..
SujfReportgr ofTub Wau. Strbet Joubnai. .-

•WASHINGTON'- iStephanie Allen-
stares wistfully up at therl3-foot bull
elephapt looming over.the.rotunda of the
Smitlisonlah Institution'^ Museum of -Na-'.
turalHistoiy.. . ,
; "It's Just like ;wJten Lcame here in"

fiftb grade." jtlte|;32^ear-ol(j[';^^caster«
PAm tourislsays/ilipyeit"
f'The SmitfiroMan Itself isi^^f'ntbusir u

astic.'An internal memo describes tlie~l
elephant as "a trophy piece" and calls for •
"restoring the elephant's >41gnily •and '
place.'! ...
•When toldabout the proposed changes. '

Ms. Allen winces. ^*0h; Lord,"'.she says. .
•'They'iage^gwild." .
Marching toto'the *90sS^
i iSome visitors here.fed"'the natural •

historymuse|un is going."politically cor
rect" But .to*RobeirSulUvan: oneof the'̂
museum's associate dhectors;the permia-l
nent exhibits are in a "crisis'vand "woe-}

•fully-out •nf.iifltP.'.t.-.Mflny^f.riiP tnstal. •
lations at the pre-WorldWar! building are ':
among the oldest In^eiBmithsonian's 15 ;
museums and •gallei1es;--and many have
beencriticizedinternaliy for "axotlclzlng^'.

..vHis ^plan .iis. to%gr^e half -of the
naturalhistory ifnuseum's MO,OOO.^quare
feet of permanent Texhibits by 1997, with.
more dl^ified-presentations of woman,
beast and bug. For instance, the museum
plans to close an exhibit of Capt. John

.Bmith • trading nWith rPowhatan Indians
on the James Riverin 1607. Mr.Si^van's
reason?.It's sexist.. In it, CapLr Smith
stands in a commanding poseon his boat
as a bare-breasted Powhatan woman

. gazes adoringly up athim from a canoe.
Y^other target .is one of-the mu

seum's most popular exhibits: a leaping
Indian tiger in the mammal hall. A mu
seum memo criticizes the exhibit as one of
many "single organism", displays, 'pas
sive and limited in purpose to presenting
the solitary specimen.'.'...., -.j ;.i;

Muscle Man : < '
Mr. Sullivan, 43, mockingly'giits his-

teeth and flexes his muscles, showinghow
many men pose for snapshots by the tiger.
It irks him. "There's a longstanding hu
man tradition to create a myth around ,
animals asa justification for wiping them j
oUt." hesays. The museum nowplans to I

i show* the tiger in its natural, habitat:
i,leaping ata deer,' r' '' •••;"
i Some of the seven 'miIlioh.'pMple who;

;,visit the museum each'year aren't crazy'
; about the prospect of change; Kathy Lind--
} Strom, a tourist froni Lena; Wis.*; crouches •
;below the tiger'sJaws andsqueals,'."Help!'
;Helpl"Hec-fclend, Donna-Rlderi fiimbl^'
jwlth icaihera;-

;r''MsrRlderscowls'at (he plantoredefih^
,the tiger."That's notdignified?"'she asks/:
wavingbw camera toward thetiger.."It's:;

;majestlc.v... I'm a biology, teariiei;: andii
think it's fine as it is." ' •' •.

V*Nor.does B.^Bandyo, 'a tbiirist from -
Chicago, see the need, to deep-six Capt
Smith and the Powhatan woman; '.'It was a
picture from 1607. There wasn't! the lib
movement then^ You can't} change it
in 1992," he says. Anyway, he'addsvdtha
shrug, :.'!I .don't see anything wrong vdth '
11,'*^-t'• •:
! •'.sbme' 'ofi the-' museum's;;blder }
torsalsa'gnunble quietlyamut tmvy they'

.are lwing.'st{ramroUerpd^by}.chuges:'one
'calls-?''nonsense/'},Otheif;:e^8rts£;favo^
charigiei;Jim Sims, a prbfessbrof museum
studles'afGeorgeWashington University,'
says,--"These museums are cdlonlal instf/'

; tutions:iira post-colonial era."We're'not"*
pr Pleax Ririi to Page A5, Coiiim t"
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At the Smithsonian, 'Dirty Dozen'
AttacksExhibits That Aren't 'PC

- Continued From First Page
changing exhibits tomake theni politically

• -correct; we^ trying to create cuituTal
• dlveiai^.l't -- , ' •/

To Mr. SuUivah. the Tetorms are long
I . • ;ovenIue.:::!!Ibe.lolls who were-towight
: ' I upi ortth^ideas on.lBiiiiess In tte '60s
I; |]aTeia3et^..-^icim.tights andfender;
r •;' jigfati.*''«{ '̂the'̂ >^ed director, vear-
-l*l.ing'ilmakl'fiaots,\t^toD*down ddrt and
:• ^ld^y^e. ^•We can litfhience

fe.'SullivBnhristleswhenhiswmkis
: -: called*^" 'It's deeper. We're got a

.mandate.Museums arebdngredefinedby
- •' pinnc^lesolpluralism,cidturalciiuityand
; ; • .ecology," he8ays.Hebascreated a secret
<; - group of museum employees caSed "the
i I -dirty doxen," moddtd atora 1967 macbo

movie in whichactor lee Marvinleads a.
bandof convicts behindenemylines dm^.
ingWorld Warn. The group's mission this
yean targeting sexual and cultural ineq*
uitylnthemuseu^
^r.vWbat becalls•'dilemmalabds"arBthe:
most conspicuous tign of change soiar.-

-'-Mr. SulUvu's staffposted labels mext-to
'severBl.mammalballexhibitsthis summer
that announce: "The wortd and our'per-'
ceptions of It have dianged drastically"
since.iMO. 'vd)en the mammal diqdays
wereInstead. • - • - ••-

In the Jtftican lion exhibit, a lion
ess lounges' with cubs. A male .of ^e

spedeslooks in the opposite direction at a
zebra herd on the horizon. A label warns:
"Theimages ofthefemale andyoung lions
sitting turned away from the horizon is
n^leading, considering ... it is the fe
males who do the hunting." <

Even insects and plants are under
a revisionist microscope. Otto Otidn,
founder of Orkin Pest Control Inc., is

'ilonating^,000torenovatetheinsectzoo
and replac^ amongother things, theplexi-
•gtwct displays bousing ants and bees. A
tropical rainforest will smplantdhe boxy
dwellings. There will be a tree with a
-pleziglass cutaway tosee beehives. Huge
ant farms are in store, too. i'- *> -

^e want to show Insects and plants
woddng together, as a key part ofIhe
eco^stem." says Mr.Sullivan.
:• -1 Many -museum types' applaud the

-dianges.'XMd some people want to go
'Still further. The American Psychological

Assodadonwasperturbedoveroneexhibit
here last monthat the Smithsonian's Ex
perimental Gallery. Thetraveling display
started at the Ontario Sdence Centre in
CntmiiH, vdiere CarylMarsh, the associa
tion projed director overseeing the ex
hibit,immiediateiy noticed a problem.The
display wassupposed to have five figures
in one mUeau: a white tx^. an elderly
whitewoman, a young blackman, a mid
dle-aged woman from Indiaand a young
Chinese woman. Hut the sdence center
had left mit the Odnese figure.

*T wis appalled and barrifled," says
Ms: Maish."Tsaiii, T-could not travel
tbroagboutthe UH..letaloneput it in the
Smlthsonisn,witlx)ut the Asianfigure.'"
Thefigure waseventually induded.' . -

Indeed, the Smithsonian's current
tnanicwt# jsntdimlted m the natural his
torymuseum.-Jfext door, the American
histaiy museum earlier this year resur

rected a' popular First Ladies exhibit,
wldch it dosed in 1987. In the old
exhibit Eleanor Roosevelt was shown in a
peachsatin floor-length gown she woreto
her husband's 1941 inaugural baD.In the
new exhibit, Mrs. Roosevelt is featured.Jn
a sectiononpoliticalpartnersanddepicted
asa isocia] activist. "Wewanted tob^dnto
emphasize the changing roleof the 20th- •
centiiryFtrslLmiy."saysEdithMayo, the
exhibit's curator...,. —>-

-' In the same vein, 'the new exhibit
shows Barbara ^h.:in;.tbe.camouflage^
Jacket she wore~when she'visited troopslh
the Persian Gull.-Mureum olfidals say,-
however,that a common visitors' response
is: W^ did they putBarbara Bush in
that uglyoutfit?Themuseumplans to put
oneof its labels nearthe canxndlagejacket
pointing out that Mrs. Bush'sball guMu
can be seen downthe hall"' ? • ;-.vL'v•

-'v. •:


